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THE POPLAR OEOVE PRAYER MtETlN03

Sonic go there tn show good clothes
Ami finna no there to fee their bennx

Now tho girt III think t mesn Arm

Some K there In show their curl
And mine rii tlicfp ii see the filrli

Now the Irnyi will think I rurait htm

Conic go there to laugh nnil tntk
Ami mine go thvro for tho mkour the wilk

Voir St n nil Attn think I menu thtm
Pome en there hi scrnteh nnil fight
And some go there In hold the llithl

Now lrcd will think I mean Aim

Home go I hero to laugh nnil snigger
Anil eomo so there tn fight n nigger

Now John will think I inonn him
Home pi there to tnlk of the Lamb
And noine go there to pi with Sinn

Now Ilttlo will think I menu her

Soma go there to chat nnil simrk
A n J some got1iciotiilicleitln tho dark

Now JeMO will think I ineim him

fiiine go there to foc tho sight
Ami mine rii there with Mr White

Now Sarah will think I mean Air

Jvuno pi there to shout nnil fry
Ainl uii go there to tell n He

Ninreirry body will think I mean Arm

Somo go there to ilcep nnd nod
Hut lew go there to worship lod

Now nobody will think I mean thrm

OUR CHRISTMAS STORY

A Christmas Carol
IN PROSE

ny cjiiahm iiickivs
KTAVi ON1I Mjuilkvs Iiiost

Marley w us dead to begin with There

in no ilntilil whatever nbout that Tlio reg-

ister
¬

of his Imrial wm signed by the cler-

gyman
¬

the clerk the undertaker nnil the
chief mourner Scrooge Mailed it Ami
ficpMgua name was good upon Change for
any thing h chose to put liis hand to

Old Marley wus dead as a donr unil
Mind I dont incon to nay that I know

of my own knowledge what there is partic-

ularly
¬

dead ntiotitii door nail 1 might have
liooii inclined myself to regard u colli n nail
sis tho deadest piece of ironmongery in the
trade Hut tho wisdom of our ancestors is

in the simile nnd my unhallowed hands
jdioll not disturb it or tint countrys done
for You will therefore permit me to re
peat emphatically that Marley was dead
ns n door nail

Scronjto knew he was dead Of course
iiedid How could it he otherwise Scrooge
ivnd he were partners for I dont know how

ninny years Scroogo was his sole execu-

tor
¬

his sol administrator his solo residu-

ary
¬

legatee his sole friend and sole mourn

it And even Scrooge was not so dread ¬

fully cut up by tho sad event hut that he
was an excellent man of business on the
very day of the funeral nnd solemnized it
with an undoubted bargain

The mention of Marleys funeral brings
me back to the point I started from There
is no doubt that Marley was dead This
must be distinctly understood or nothing
wonderful can come of the story I mil oinjj

to relate
Scrooge never painted out old Marleys

name There it stood years afterward
nbovn the warehouse door Scrooge and
Mnrlcy The lirm was known as Scrooge
wd Marley Snmuiimcfi people new to tho

business called Scrooge Scrooge and some¬

times Marley but he answered to both
unmes It was alt the same to him

Oh i but he was n tight fisted hand at the
grindstone Scrooge u squeezing wrench-

ing grasping scraping clutching covetous
old sinner Hard and sharp us Hint fiom
which no steel had ever struck out gener
nn fire secret nnd self contained and

Military as an oyster Tho cold within him
froze his old features nipped his pointed
nose shriveled his cheek stiffened his gait
made his eyes red his thin lips blue and
Koke out shrewdly in his grating voice A

frosty rime was on his head nnd on his eye
brows and his wiry chin Ho carried his
own low temperatttro always about him he
iced his oflice in the dog days nod didnt
thaw it one degree at Cliri tmas

External heal and cold lun little influ
jiico on Scrooge No warmth could warm

110 wintry weather chill lit in No wind
that blew was bitterer than he no falling

Know was more intent upon its purpose no
pelting rain less open to entreaty Foul
weather didnt know where lo have him
The heaviest rain and snow and hail and
sleet could boast of tho advantage over
over mm to only one respect 1 hey otten

came down handsomely and Scrooge
never did

Nobody ever stopped him in the street
to say with gladsome looks My dear
Scrooge howaruyou When will you come
to see me No beggurs implored him to
bestow a trifle no children asked him what
it was oclock no man or woman over on co

in nil his life inquired the way o such and
such a place of Scroogo Kvcu tho blind
mens dogs appeared to know him and
when they saw him coming on would tug
their owners into doorways nnd up courts
and then would wag their tails us though
they said No cya at all is better than un
vl eye dark matter I

Hut what did Scrooge caru It wns the
very thing he liked To edgo his wny

along the crowded paths of lifo warning all
liuiiiau sympathy to keep its distance was
what tho knowing oiien culled nuts to
Scrooge

Once upon u time of all tho good days
in tho year on Christmas Kve old Scroogo
Aat busy in his counting house It wus cold
bleak biting weather foggy withal and
Iio could hear tho people In tho court out- -

aide go wheeling up and down beating
their bends upon their breasts and stamp ¬

ing their feet upon tho pavement Btones to
warm them Tho city clocks had only just
Konc three but it was quite dark already
it had not been light all day-- and candles
were lluring in tho windows of the neigh-

boring
¬

offices liko ruddy smears upon the
palpable brown tilr The became pouring
u at every chink nnd keyhole and was so
luiuo without that although the court wus

if tho narrowest tho houses opposite worn
iricrq phantoms To see tho dingy cloud

ifoinodruoping down objuring ovory thine
Jno might haw thought that Nature lived

jiard by and was brewing on a largo scale
Tim door of Scrooges countlng houso

was open that ho might keep hl4 eye upon
his clerk who in a dismal little coll boyqnd

a sort of tank was copying letters Scroogo
had u very small fire but the clerks fire
was so very much smaller that it looked

like oue coul Hut ho couldnt rcplonUh it
for Bcrupge kpt the coal box iu bis own
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room nnd so surely as tho clerk ennio in
with tho shovel tho master predicted thnt
it would bo necessary for them to part
Wherefore the clerk put on his white com
fortcr nnd tried to warm himself ut the can ¬

dle in which effort not being n man of
strong inmuinntion ho failed

A merry Christmas nuclei lod save
you I cried a cheerful voice It was tho
vnico of Scrooges nephew who cninn upon
him so quickly thnt this wns tho lirst inti-

mation
¬

ho had of his approach
Hull said Scrooge Humbug I

He bad so hated himself with rapid walk-

ing
¬

in tho fog nnd frost this nephew of
Scrooges thnt he was nil in agio his
face wns ruddy and handsome his eyes
sparkled nnd his brcntli smoked ugnin

Christmas a humbug nuclei said
Scroogos nephew Von dont mean that
I nm fluro

I do said Scrooge Merry Christians
What right have you to be merry What
reason have you to be merry Youre poor
enough

Come then returned tho nephew gayly
What right have you to bo dismal What

reason have you to be morose Youre rich
enough

Scrooge having no better nnswer ready
on the spur of the moment said Hah l

ngnin and lolluwcd it up with Humbug
Dont be cross uncle said tho nephew
What else can I be icturucd the uncle

when I live in such u world of fools as
this Merry Christinas Out upon merry
Christmas Whats Christinas time to you
but a time for paying bills without money
n time for finding yourself njear older
and not an hour richer n time for balanc-

ing
¬

your books nnd having every item iu
em through a round dozen of uionthr pre-

sented
¬

dend against you If I could work
my will said Scrooge indignantly every
idiot who goes about with Merry Christ-

mas
¬

on his lips should be boiled with his
own pudding nnd buried with a stako of
holly through his heart He should

Uncle pleaded the nephew
Nephew I returned the uncle sternly

keep Christinas in jour own way and let
mo keep it in mine

Keep ill repeated Scrooges nephew
Hutyou dont keep it

Let me leave it nlone then said
Scrooge Much good may it do you I

Much good it has evcr done you I

There are ninny things from which I
might have deiived good by which I have
not profited I dare say returned the
nephew Christmas among the rest Hut
I am sure I have always thought of Christ ¬

mas time when it has come round apart
from the veneration due to its sacred name
and origin if any thing belonging to it can
be apart from that as a good time a kind
forgiving charitable pleasant time the
only time I knew of in the long calendar
of the year when men and women seem by
one consent to open their shut up heurts
freely and to think of people below them
as if they really were fellow passengers to
the grave nnd not another race of creatures
bound on other journeys And therefore
uncle though it has never put a scrap of
gold or silver in my pocket I believe that
it ha done me good nnd trill do me good
and I say God bless it I

The clerk In the tank ap
plauded Hecnming immediately sensible
of the impropriety ho poked tho fire and
extinguished the last frail spark forever

Iet me hear another sound from yon
said Scrooge and youll keep your Christ-

mas
¬

by losing your situation Youre quite
n powerful speaker sir he added turning
to his nephew I wonder you dont go
into lnrliunicnt

Como
with us to morrow

Scrooge said that ho would see him yes
indeed he did Ho went tho wbolo longth
of the expression nnd said that he would
seo him in thnt extremity first

Hut why cried Scrooges nephew
Why

Why did you get said Scroogo
Hecauso I fell in lovo

Hccauso you fell ifi lovo growled
Scrooge as if that were tho only thing iu
the world more ridiculous than a merry
Christmas Good afternoon l

Nny uncle but you never comb to seo
me before that happened Why give it us
a reason for not coining nnw

Good afternoon said Scrdogo
I want nothing from you I nsk nothing

of you why ciii not wo be friends
Good afternoon mid Scrooge

nm sorry with all my heart to find
you so resolute Wo havo never hod any
quarrel to which I have been u Hut
I have made the trial In homage to Christ-

mas and Ill keep my Christmns humor to
tho last So A Merry Christmas unelo I

Good nftcrnoon said Scrooge
And A Happy New Year I

Good nftcrnoon said Scroogo
His uophew left tho room un nil

gry word Ho stopped at
the outer door to bestow tho greetings of
tho season on tho clork who cold as he
was was warmer than Scrooge for he re-

turned
¬

them cordially
Thoros uiioilicr fellow muttered

Scrooge who overheard him my clerk
with fifteen shillings a week and a wife and
family talking about u merry Christmns
Ill rctlro to Hedlam

This I miotic in letting Scrooges nephew
out hud let two other in They wero

portly gentlemen pleasant tn behold and
now stood their linti off Hcroogus
oflice They hud books mid papers in thalr
hands ami bowed to htm

ScrooRe and Marloys I beliove soft

one of the gentlomon referring 19 his lst
Havo I ho pleasuro of addressing Mr

Sciooge or Mr Murley 7

Mr Marloy has boon dead theo seven
yeurs bcroog replied lie died soveu

15

years ago this very night I won closed In a twinkling and the clerk Helshazars Apostles putting oil to sea In
Wo have no doubt Iiih liberality is well with tho long ends of his white comforter butter boats hundreds of figures to nttrnct

represented by his surviving partner said
the gentlemnn presenting his credentials

It certainly was for they had been two
kindred spirits At the ominous word lili

crality Scroogo frowned and shook his
head and handed the credentials back

At this festive season of the yenr Mr
Scrooge said tho gentleman taking up n
pen it is moro than usually desirable that
wo should innko some slight provision for
tho poor and destitute who suffer greatly nt
the present time Many thousands nre iu

wnnt of common necessaries hundreds of
thousands are in wuut of common comforts
sir

Are there no prisons said Scrooge
Plenty of prisons snid tho gentleman

laying the pen down again
And the Union workhouses demanded

Scrooge Are they still in operation
They arc Still returned tho gentle-

mnn
¬

I wish I could say they were not
The Trcndmill nnd the Poor Iawuro in

full vigor then snid Scrooge
Holli very busy sir
Oh I was nfruid from what you snid at

first that something hnd occurred to stop
them in their useful course snid Scrooge

I nm very glad to hear it

Under the impression that they scarcely
furnish Christian cheer of mind or body tn
tho multitude returned the gentleman n
few of us nro endenvqring to raise a fund
to buy tho Poor some meat and drink and
means of warmth We choose this time
because it is n tiSne of nil others when
Wantis keenly felt and Abundance rejoices
What shall I put you down for

Nothing Scrooge replied
You wish to be nuonymous
I wish to be left nlone said Scrooge

Since you nsk me what I wish gentlemen
that is my answer I dont make merrv
myself ntChristmns ond I cant n fiord to
innke idle people merry I help to support
the establishments I have mentioned they
cost enough nnd those who are badly off
must go there

Many cant go there nnd many would
rather die

If they would rather die said Scrooge
they had better do it and decrease the

surplus population Ucsidcs excuse me
I dont know thnt

Rut you might know it oberodthc
gentleman

Its not my business Scroogo returned
Its enough for a man to understand bis

own business and not to interfero with other
peopless Mine occupies me constantly
Good afternoon gentlemen

Seeing clearly that it would be useless to
pursue their point the gentlemen withdrew
Scroogo resumed his labors with an im-

proved
¬

opinion of himself and in a moro
facetious temper than was usual with him

Meanwhile the fog and darkness thick-
ened

¬

so that people ran nbout with flaring
links proffering their services to go before
horses in carriages nnd conduct them on
their way The ancient tower of a church
whose gruff old bell wns nlwnyH peeping
slily down nt Scrooge out of a gothie win
dow in tho wall become invisible and
struck the hours and quarters in tho clouds
with tremendous vibrations afterward as if
its teeth wero chattering in its frozen head
up there The cold became intense The
brightness of tho shops where holly sprigs
and berries crackled in tho lamp heat of
tho windows made pale faces ruddy as they
passed Poulterers and grocers trades be
came a splendid joke a glorious pageant
with which it wns next to impossible to be-

lieve
¬

that such dull principles ns bnrgaiu
and sale had any thing to do Tho Lord

Dont bo angry uncle Dine Mayor in tho stronghold of tho mighty

married

party

without

peoplo

with in

Mansion House gavo ordors lo his fifty
cooks and butlers to keep Christmas ns a
Lord Mayors household should and even
the litllo tailor whom he had fined five shil-
lings for being drunk and bloodthirsty in
the streets stirred up to morrows pudding
in his garret while his lean wife and the
baby sallied out to buy the beef

Foggier yet and colder Piercing search-
ing

¬

biting cold If tho good St Dunstnn
had but nipped thd Kvil Spirits noso with
n touch cf such weather ns that instead of
using his familiar weapons then indeed ho
would havo roared fo lusty purpose Tho
owner of one senntyoung noso gnawed and
mumbled by the hungry cold ns bones urp
gnnwed by dogs stooped down at Scroogos
keyhole to regale him with 11 Christmas
carol hut at the first sound of

lod hlem you merry gentleman
May nothlni you dismay

Scrooge seized the ruler with such energy
of nction that tho sincor fled in terror leav-
ing

¬

the keylolo to the fog nnd even moro
congenial frost

At longlh tho hour of shutting up tho
counting house arrived With nn ill will
Scroogo dismounted from his stool nnd tac-
itly

¬

admitted thu fact to tho expectant clerk
iu the tank who instantly snuffed his cunillu
out and put on his hat

Youll want all day to morrow I sup¬

pose said Scroogo

if qulto convenient sir
Its not convenient said Scrooge and

Its not fair If I was to stop n

for It youd think yourself Ill used Ill be
bound

Tho clerk spilled faintly -
And yet sati Scropgd you dont think

we ill iisud when I pay a doyn wages for
no work

The clerk observed that It was only ouco
a your

A poor excuse for picking a mans pock
et every twenty fifth of December said

wholo day
morning

The clork promised that ho would and
Scrooge walked out with crowl The oflico

dangling below his wail for ho hoisted no
greatcoat went down a slide on tornhill
at the end of a hiiiu of hoys twenty times
in honor of its being Christmns Vac mid
then ran homo to Cnindeii Town ns hnrd as
ho could pell to play at blindinaus buff

Scroogo took his melancholy dinner in
his usual melancholy tavern nnd having
rend all the newspapers nnd beguiled the
rest of tho evening with his bankcrs book
vvent homo to bed Ho lived in chambers
which bad once belonged to his dead pail
ner They wero n gloomy suite of rooms
in a lowering pile of building up a jnrd
where it hod so little business to be that
0110 could Rcnrcely help fancying it must
have run thero when it was a young house
playing nt bide ami seek with other houses
and have forgotten thu way out again It
wns old cHough now nnd dreary enough
for nobody lived in it but Scrooge the other
rooms being all let out as offices Tho yard
was so dark that oven Scrooge who know
its every stone wns fnin to grope witti his
bauds The fog and frost so hung about the
black old gatewoy of tho house thnt it
seemed ns if the Genius of tho Weather sat
in mournful meditation on the threshold

Now it is u fact thnt there was nothing
nt all particular nbout the knocker 011 tho
donr except that it was very Inrge It is
also a fact that Scrooge had seen it night
ami morning during his whole residence in

that place iiNn thnt Scroogo had as little
of what is called fancy about him ns any
man in the City of London even including

which is a bold word the corporation
alderman nnd li cry Let it also bo borne
in mind thnt Scrooge had not bestowed one
thought on Marley since his Inst mention of
his seven years dead pnrtnerthnt nftcrnoon
And then let any mini explain to me if ho

can how it hnppencd thnt Scrooge having
his key iu the lock of tho dsor snw in the
knocker without its undergoing nny inter
mediate process of chance not n knocker
but Marley s face

Morleys face It wns not in impenetra ¬

ble shadow ns the other objects in thojard
were but had a dismal light about it likt
a bud lobster in n dark cellar It was not

angry or ferocious but looked nt Scrooge
ns Marley used to look with ghostly spec ¬

tacles turned up on its ghostly forehead
The hair was curiously stirred as if by a

breath of hot air and though the ejes
wero wide open they were perfectly mo-

tionless

¬

That and its livid color made it
horrible but its horror seemed to bo in

spito of tho face and beyond its control
rather than a part of its own pxpresion

As Scroogo looked fixedly utthis phe ¬

nomenon it was a knockvr again
To say that he Wns not Mm tied or thnt

his blood was not conscious of n terrible
sensation to which it had been a stranger
from infancy would bo untrue Hut be
put his hand upon tho key he had relin-

quished

¬

turned it sturdily walked in and
lighted his candle

He did pause with n moments irresolu
tion before he shut tho door and he did
look cautiously behind at first as if he hnlf
expected to bo terrified by tho Mght of Mar
leys pigtail sticking out into the hull Hut
thero was nothing on tho back of the door
uAcopl tho screws and nuts that held the
knocker on so ho said Pooh pooh I and
closed it with a hang

The sound resounded throughout tho
house liko thunder Kvery room above
nnd every cask in tho wine merchants cel-

lar

¬

below appeared to havo a separate peal
of echoes of its own Scroogo was not a

plan to bo frightened by echoes He fas ¬

tened the doors and walked across the hall
and up the stnirs alovly too trimming his
candlo as ho went

You may talk vaguely about driving a
ennch-ond-si- x up 11 good old flight of stairs
or through 11 bad young Act of Parliament
but I mean to sny you might havo cot a
hearse up that staircase nnd taken it broad-

wise

¬

with tho splinter bar toward the wall
and the door toward the balustrades nnd
done it easy Thero was plenty of width fur
that and room lo spare which is perhnps
tho renson why Scrooge thought ho saw a
locomotive hearse going on before him in
the gloom Half n docu gns lamps out of
tho streot wouldnt havo lighted tho entry
too well so you may suppose that it was

pretty dark with Scroogos dip
Up Scroogo went not curing a button for

that Dark iioss is cheap nnd Scrooge liked
it Hut before ho shut his heavy door he
walked through his rooms to seo that nil

was right Ho had just oumigh recollection
of tho faco tp denim to do that

Sitting room bed room lumber room
All as they should be Nobody under tho
table nobody under the sofa a small fire
lulhograto spoon and has n ready and
the littlo saucepan of gruel Scrooge had n
cold iu his head upon tho hob Nobody
under tho bed nobody in tho closet no¬

body In his dressing gown which was hang-

ing
¬

up in u suspicious nttlluile again 8 1 tho
wall Lumber room ns uspnl Old fire-

guard
¬

old shoes two fish bnskcts washing
stand on three legs nnd n poker

Quito satisfied ha closed bis door and
locked himself in which wns not his cus-

tom

¬

Thus secured ngnlnst surprise ho

took olF lils cmvat put on his dressing
gown nnd slippers nnd his night cap and
sat down beforatho firo to tnko his gruel

It was a very low fire Indeed nothing 1111

such a bitter night Ho was obliged to sit
closo to It mid brood over it before ho

could uxtrnct the least sensation of warmth
from siichu handful uf fuel Tho firapluco
was un old one built by somn Dutch mer

Scroogo buttoning up his greatcoat to tho chant long ago and paved all round with
chin Hut I suppose you must havo tho quaint Dutch llles designed lolllustroto the

lio hero till the curlier next Scriptures There wore Cuius and Abels

a

Pharaohs daughters Queens of Sheba An
geliu momongors descending through tho
air oti clouds liko feather beds Abrahams

his thoughts nnd jetthufaea of Mnrlcy
seven years dead cnino like thu ancient
Prophets rod and swallowed up the whole

If each smooth tile had been a blank nt
first with power to shape soino picture on
its surface from the disjointed fragments of
his thoughts there would have been a copy
of old Marloys head on every one

Humbug I said Serongn nnd walked
across the room

After several turns he sat down again
As ho threw his head buck In thu chair his
glance happened to rest upon a bull a dis ¬

used bell that hung in the room and com ¬

municated fur some purpose now forgotten
with 1 chamber in tho highest story of the
building It was with great astonishment
mid with 11 strange inexplicable dread that
as he looked he saw this bell begin to swing
It swung so softly in the outset that it scarce ¬

ly made n sound but soon It rang out loud-

ly
¬

and so did every bell in the house

This might hnvc lasted half a minute or
n minute but it seemed an hour The bells
ceased ns they had begun together They
wero sucetded by a elnnking noise deep
down below as if some person were drag ¬

ging a heavy chnin over the casks in tho
wine merchants cellar Scrooge then re ¬

membered tn have heard that ghosts in
haunted houses were described as dragging
chains

Thu colhrdoor flew open with a booming
sound and then he henrd the noise much
louder on the floors below then coming up
tho stairs then coming straight toward his
door

Its humbug still snid Scrooge I

wont believe it
His color changed though when without

a pause it came on through the heavy door
and passed into the room before his eyes
Upon its coming in the dying flnme leaped
up as though it cried I know him Mar
leys ghost and fell again

Tho same face the cry same Marley
in his pigtail usanl waistcoat tights nnd
boots the tassels on the latter bristling like
his pigtail and and his coat skirts mid tho
hair upon his head The chnin he drew
was clasped about his middle It was long
and wound about him like a tail and it wns

inndo for Scrooge observed it closely of
cash boxes keys padlocks ledgers deeds
nnd heavy purses wrought in steel His
body was transparent so that Scroogo ob ¬

serving him and looking through his waist-

coat

¬

could see the two buttons on his coat
behind

Scrooge hnd often heard it said that Mar-

ley
¬

had no bowels but he had never believed
it until now

No nor did ho believe it even nnw Tho
ho looked the phantom through nnd saw it
standing before him though he felt tho chill-

ing
¬

influence of its death cold eyes and
marked the very texture of the folded ker ¬

chief bound about its head nnd chin which
wrapper he had not observed before he wns

still incredulous and fought against his
senses

How now said Scrooge caustic nnd
cold as ever What dnynti want with 1110

Much Marleys voice no doubt about
it

Who are yon
Ask nm who I tt7
Who irere you then said Scrooge

inising his voice Youre particular for a
shade Ho wns going to my tn a shade
but substituted this as moie appropriate

In life I was your partner Jacob Mar-

ley
¬

Can yon can you sit down asked
Scrooge looking doubtfully ut him

I can
Do it then

Scroogo asked tho question because he
didnt know whether a ghost so transparent
might find himself in a condition to tuku n

chair nnd felt that in the event of its being
impossible it might involve tho necessity of
1111 embarrassing explanation Hut the
ghost sat down on tho npposilo side of the
fireplace as if he wero quilo used to it

You dont bellow in me observed the
ghost

I dont said Scrooge
What evidence wmild you hnve of my

reality beyond that of jour own senses
I dont know said Scrooge
Why do you doubt your senses
Hecauso said Scroogo 11 little thing

nfOCts thcin A Nlight disorder of tho stom ¬

ach makes them clients You may be an
undigested hit of beef a blot of mustard a
crumb of cheese a fragment of an under
dona potato Theres more of gravy than
of gravo about yuti whatever you nro I

Scroogo was not much In the habit of
cracking jokes nor did ho feel in his heart
by any means waggish llion Thu truth is

that ho tried to he smart ns 11 means of dis-

tracting
¬

his own attention nnd keeping
down his terror for tho spoclrus voice dis- -

titrbed tho very marrow in his bonus
To sit staling at those fixvd glazed eyes

In silenco for a moment would play Scrooge
felt tho very deuce with him Thero wns

something very awful too In the spectres
being provided with an infernal atmosphere
of his own Scrooge could not feel it him- -

solf but this was clearly the case for though
the Ghost sat perfectly iiioilouleiis its hair
und tassels wero still agitated as by the hot
vapor from un ovon

You see this toothpick said Scrooge
returning quickly to ihochnigo for

just assignee and wishing ihonxh it
wore only for it second to divci t thu vision s
stony gaze from himself

You nre not looking at It snid Scrooge
Hut I vo it said tho Ghost ¬

Well rejoined Scrooge I havo but to
swallow this and bo for tho rest of my days
nnrsnentafl hv a lfitrm rif imlillnH nil nt
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At this the spirit raised 11 frightful cry
and shook Its chain with such a dismal and
appalling noise that Scrooge held on tight
tit his chair to save himself from falling in
n swoon Hut how much greater was his

wncn tno tauing oil wrapper from the ami
bandage round his head as if were ton uounj rollll ns Scroogo
warm wear Indoors its lower jaw this smart sound its teeth

upoil its W1PI1 jWl wcrc rmilt npllcr
irnnr rn 10 iianunge lie ventured to eve

his hands before his face
Mercy he snid Dreadful apparition

why do 3011 trouble mo
Man of the worldly mind I replied

Ghost do you believe in me or not
I do said Scrooge I must Hut why

do spirits walk the earth and why do they
come to mo

It is reqnired of eery man tho Ghost
returned that the spirit within him should
walk abroad his fellow men unci
trnvel far and wide and if that spirit goes
not forth in life it is condemned to ibi so
nfter death It is doomed to wander thro
tho world oh woe is me and witness
what can nut shore but might hnve shared
on earth and turned to happiness

Again tho spcelre raised a cry and
its chain nnd wrung shadowy hands

Yon nre fettered snid Scrooge trem-
bling

¬

Tell me why
I wear the chain I forged in life replied

tho Ghost I made it link by link and
yard by yard I girded it on of my own free
will nnd of my own freo will I wore it Is
its pattern strange lnj011

Scrooge trembled more nnil more
Or would you know pursued the Ghost

the weight and length of the strong coll
you bear yourself It was full heavy
and ns long ns this seven Christmas hives

You labored on it one ghost
a ponderous

Scroogo glanced about him on tho floor
in the expectation of finding himself sur ¬

rounded by some fifty or sixty fathoms of
iron cable but could sec nothing

Jacob said imploringly Old Ja ¬

cob Marley tell me more Speak comfort
to me Jacob

I have none to give the Ghost
It comes from regions Kbenczer

Scrooge nnd is conveyed by other minis-
ters

¬

to other kinds of men Nor can I tell
you what 1 would A little more is nil
thnt permitted to inc I can not rest I
can not stay I can not linger nny where
My spirit never walked hej ond our counting
house mark me in life my spiiit
roved beyond the narrow limits olour money-cha-

nging hola nnd weary journeys lie
before me

It wns a with Scrooge whenever he
become thoughtful to put his hands in his
breeches pockets Pondering 011 the
Ghost had said he did so now but without
lifting up his eyes or getting oil his knees

You must have been very slow about
Jacob Scrooge observed in business like
manner though humility nnd defer-
ence

¬

Slow I the Ghost repeated
heen years dead mused Sltool o

And traveling all the time
Tho wholo time said tho Ghost No

rest no Incessant torture of re-

morse
¬

You trnvel fast V snid Scrooge
On tho wings of tho wind replied the

Ghost
You might havo got over a great quan ¬

tity of ground in seven years said
Scrooge

The Ghost on hearing this up an-

other
¬

cry nnd clanked its chains hideously
in tho dend silenco of the night

0 captive bound and double ironed
cried tlm plantom nut to know that ages
of incessant labor immortal erenturt s

for this earth must pass into eternity before
the good of which susceptible is all de-

veloped Not to know that nn space of
regret enn mnke amends for nno lifes op-

portunities
¬

misused I Yet such wus I Oh I

such wns 1

Hut you wero always n good of busi ¬

ness Jacob faltered Scrooge who now be ¬

to apply this to himself
Husiness cried the Ghost his

hands again Mankind was my business
Tho common welfure wns my business
chnrity mercy forbearance benevolence
were all my business Tho dealings of
my trade were but a drop of water in the
comprehensive ocean of my business I

It hehl up Its chain nt arms length ns if
that wero the cause of all its unavailing
grief and flung it heavily upon the ground
again

At this time of the rolling year tho
spectre said I Why did
walk through tho crowds of fellow beings
with my eyes turned down and nner rniso
them to that blessed Star which the Wise
Men lo poor nhodo I Were thero no poor
homes to which its light would havo con
ducted

ScroogH was very much dismayed to hear
the spectre going on at this rate und began
to quake exceedingly

Hearmor cried tho Ghost My tlmu
is nearly gono

I will snid Scrooge Hut dont be
hard upon me lWt flowery oeoM
Pray

How it Is thnt I appear before you In n
shapq that ymi etui sec I may not tell I
hnto sat invisible besldo you many and
many 11 day

It wns not mi agrecuWe iuVu Scrooge
sMvtrrs wwl Wii tlx iiorapJrnltoii froor
Id lrow

That K no right part of my peiunup
purfueI U ihowt I nm- - horeto nlgljt to
warn yon thait ym hnve yet a tinmen und
hopo of isciiplng my fate A chuiice mid
lmpo of my procuring Kbonezer

You wore always n good friend lo nu
said Scrooge Tlmnkeel

my own creation Humbug I till yout I o0 haunted renumed tho
humbug L I Ghost by Three Spirits

Mia ihwti ii 11 MmiiiTifii mf

VWT pip

Scrooges countenance fell almost ns low

us the Ghosts hnd done
Is that the chance nnd hoprt you men ¬

tioned Jncob bu doumnded in 11 fuller ¬

ing voice
It is
I I think Id rather not snid Scrooge
Without their visits said the Ghost

you en 11 not hopo to shun the path I tread
Kxpeet the first to morrow night when tho
bell One

Couldnt I take Vm all nt once nnd havo
it over Jacob hinted Scrooge

Kxpecl thu second on the next night nt
the same hour The third upon the next
night when the last stroke of Twelve hna
ceased lo vibrate Iiiok to see mo no more
nnd look that for your own sako you re ¬

member what has pased between us I

v iicn iinti sain tiicse words tho spec--
norror plmiitom trie tre t- - table

It j ts lCad before
lo dropped knew by the made
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i 1 tiiu- -

raise liis

the

among

it

shook
its

as

chain l

he
ho

replied
other

very

never

Imbit

it

peace

et

it

ninn

gun

wringing

mot

ie

bo J

r

it

le h

ngnin nnd found his supernatural visitor
coiiironiing mm in nu erect attitude witti
its chain wound over and about its arm

The apparition walked backward from
him and nt every step it took the window
raised itself a little so that when the spec ¬

tre reached it it was wide open It beck ¬

oned Scrooge to approach which he did
When they were within two puces of each
other Marleys Ghost held up its hand
warning him to eoiue no nearer Scroogo
stopped

Not M much iu obedience as in surprise
and fear for on the raising of the hand ho

became cnsiblo of confused noises in thu
air incoherent sounds of lamentation and
regret wailings inexpressibly sorrowful and
sclf aecuatnry The spectre after listen-
ing

¬

for a moment joined in tlio mournlul
dirge and floated out upon the bleak dork
night

Scrooge followed to the window desper ¬

ate in Ids curiosity He looked out
The air was filled with phantoms wan ¬

dering hither and thither iu restless haste
and moaning as they went Kvery one of
them wore chaiiw like Marleys Ghost
some few they might be guilty govern ¬

ments were linked together nouo were
free Many had been personally known tn
Scrooge in their lives He had been quite

ago have since It is j fmniliar with old iu a white woist

is

what

a
with

by

is

suffer I

led
n

r

tolls

coat with a monstrous iron safe attuched
lo his ankle who cried piteonsly nt being
unable to nssist a wretched woman with nu
infant whom it saw below upon n door step
The misery with them nil was clearly that
they sought tn interfere for good in human
mntters and had lost tho jwwer forever

Whether the creatures faded into mist
or mist enshrouded them he could not tel
Hut they and their spirit voices faded to-

gether and the night became as it had been
when ho walked home

Scrooge closed the window and exam ¬

ined the door by which the Ghost had en-

tered
¬

locked
it with his own hands nnd the bolls were
undisturbed He tried to say Humbug
but slopped at tho first syllable And being
from tho emotion hu had undergone or tho
fatigues of the day or his glimpse of the In
visible World or the dull conversation of
the Ghost or the lateness of tho hour ninth
in need of repose went straight to bed
without undressing and fell asleep upon
the instant

Coo tinned next week

Tor the ltreekenridgu News
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The Thanksgiving proclamations of tho
president of the United States mvl the gov-

ernors
¬

of the arious states cry truly an ¬

nounced thnt the peoplo have great causu
to bo thankful to Almighty God for his
bounty nnd the prosperity and pence thnt
so abundantly prevail This is true to a
very ninrked degree all over tho country
nnd is dun to seerul causes am gratitude
to God for these several causes is proper
and only our reasonable service

Hut the indications of a future not so
prosperous or pleasant nro already ap-

parent
¬

The writer may be pessimistic to
some extent in himicw of things but it may
nevertheless be profitable for people to ob

soryo tho signs of the times
Ii st let ns set what are the causes of

the fuvorihle condition of things in tho two
or three years pnl

It will bo remembered that six years ago
the country was iu tlm midst of n general
depression nnd hard times that were fear-
ful

¬

No business yielded profit mid labor
was not ndequatuly rewarded in any of tho
departments of Industry Deop seutcd nnd
general dissatisfaction prevailed develop-
ing

¬

in grnernl strikes of labor and hero
mid there ill rioting Tn the surprise of
cicry body tho peoplo In 0110 election
ehnuged tho political complexion 01 tho
lower house of roiigress und iu n short
time tho yennte nlso Moro than this four
years ago they elected 11 democrntio presi-
dent

¬

This all proceeded from tho convic-
tion

¬

in the minds of tho people thnt to the
legislation of congress anil the administra-
tion

¬

of tho government was largely duo tho
condition of nlmirs The president elci ted
Was not permitted to take his sent for rea ¬

sons well known to nil nnd disputed by none
but Mr Hayes n man not clpctd did sit
down in the chair of Washington and has
since been tho tlvucto president Averngo
harvests during those hard times had been
gathered and tho people perceived no sub ¬

stantial eaiiHn for tho condition of things
nnd attributed It to tho mismanagement mid
unwUn legislation of tho parly in power
and hence ntiempled to overthrew it anil
did partially do so

Tho letissin taught Ky tbe- - re ls rf tbme
days were very wifntury ones nut tho re¬

sult followed that tho legislation of the
ronntry bolh cuVrnl mid slntc was directeif
roriird tho correction of abuses and the re ¬

moval of the artificial obstructions that
had been placed by former congresses In tho
way of tho natural courso of buslucu and
commerce

Confidence In lh wisdom ofgniitriiiiieiit
always give stimulus to builuess mid
lradi Tin peoplo saw that Mr Ilnje
administration was pursuing a wise pulley
and that u doumcratiu congress wus making
honest ellort tn remove as fur a possible the
burdens of the situation Tho south was

InnrluJfil en Ioutlb In


